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Our Vision, Mission and Guiding Principles

Who Are We

The Ontario Woodlot Association (OWA) is a not-for-profit grassroots organization governed by an
elected, volunteer board of directors. Our members own and manage woodlots throughout the
province and include individuals and organizations that support our goals. We believe that private
landowners have a key role to play to ensure that sustainably managed forests remain a part of
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Our Vision
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the importance of maintaining healthy and productive forests on private lands. Woodlot owners will be

acknowledged and supported in their role as the caretakers of this valuable resource and natural

heritage.

Our Mission

The OWA promotes the sustainable management of Ontario's privately owned forest by providing our

members with guidance and advice, and by representing their interests through a united provincial
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health of our society, our environment and the economy.

Our Guiding Principles

o  Membership is open to anyone who shares the Vision and supports the Mission and Goals of the
OWA.
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many volunteers.

o  We recognize that each privately owned woodlot is part of a larger social, environmental and
economic landscape and we seek balance in addressing these values.

o  We uphold landowners' rights, under the law, and emphasize landowners' responsibilities.

o  We believe that education and incentives are the principal, but not the exclusive, means of
achieving the sustainability of privately owned forests.

o We communicate and often collaborate with those who take an interest in privately owned forests.

o We conduct ourselves in an ethical manner, ensuring that OWA partnerships, sources of revenue
and other in-kind assistance do not compromise the Mission and Principles of our Association.
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Dear Member:

I am happy to report that the accomplishments and events continued this year without incident, thanks
to our capable staff and volunteers. To work within a provincial perspective of the OWA is indeed an
interesting challenge, requiring some flexing of one's gray matter. To manage, represent and lead the
interests of a diverse mix of 18 Chapters is quite different from just one's own back yard. While there
are many similar interests there are as many that are diverse.

For that we have our Association's long-range goals that continue to provide the guidance and direction
for our organization. Each of the major 2009 achievements accomplished by the Association met
objectives contributing to the long-range goals.

In 2009 membership increased by 12.7% (from 1,504 members to 1,696) and the Association grew by
three chapters (Grey County Woodlot Association, Near North chapter [North Bay region], and Brant
222 Rf 20 h gy SNIDRrtHe fast 8-y@aksiménibeskfip has increased by 66%.
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| Sy i diePapedwas developed to provide a broader awareness within government and the public

linking sustainable forestry practices, a healthier rural economy and good wood burning practices to

reduce smog-causing emissions. This paper attempts to dispel some negative criticisms of wood burning

and uncovers some important counter arguments.
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new guide offers a clear, practical overview of careful logging practices for both the landowner and
professional logger. This is a very handy common-sense guide for all loggers and woodlot owners.

We continue to be well supported by Wade Knight, our Executive Director and Rhonda Roantree our
Administration Manager. Their essential services continue silently and unsung but are nevertheless
essential and always much appreciated.

We must acknowledge that all of our committee members are volunteers. And many of you continue to
provide those fine services without complaint. Two provincial board members, Dolf Harmsen and Barb
Boysen, will be stepping down this year. They both have been very committed board members,
instrumental in developing and growing the OWA, Dolf with his steady and insightful composure, with
his firm hand on the tiller, and Barb for her extensive knowledge, skill, and level-headed thinking that
she has brought to the table. Many thanks to you both.

And so we must press on as we encounter new and interesting challenges.
Sincerely,

Pieter Leenhouts, President
Ontario Woodlot Association
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Provincial Board and Committee Members

Provincial Directors (Elected Representatives) ¢ Pieter Leenhouts (President), Andrew Mack (Vice-
President), Paul Robertson, Dick Lalande, Jeff Muzzi, Barb Boysen and Dolf Harmsen

Provincial Directors (Chapter Representatives) ¢ Mert Dillabough, Jim Hopkins, Bob Burns, Peter Hill,
Frank Gustin, Paul Cook, Jim Haley, Don Willis, Ed Ecker, Randy Murray, James Brown, Peter Williams,
Chris Lincoln, Bob Currell and John Stuart

Executive Committee C Pieter Leenhouts, Jeff Muzzi, Andrew Mack, Dick Lalande and Dolf Harmsen
Audit Committee ¢ Jeff Muzzi (Board Representative) and Randy Murray (Member Representative)

Nomination Committee ¢ Mert Dillabough, Peter Hill and Paul Robertson

Regional Chapters of the Ontario Woodlot Association (as of December 31, 2009)

1. Lambton County Woodlot
heySNERQ ! aaz2(g

2. Huron/Perth Chapter

Niagara Woodlot Association

4.  Waterloo/Wellington

Chapter

Algoma Chapter

Elgin/Middlesex Woodlot
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Limestone Chapter

Bancroft Chapter

Quinte Chapter

10. Lower Ottawa Valley
Chapter

11. Renfrew Chapter

12. Upper Trent Valley Chapter

13. Kawartha Chapter

14. Oxford County Woodlot
OwnersCAssociation

15. Haldimand & Area Woodlot
OwnersCAssociation

16. Grey County Woodlot
Association

17. Near North Chapter

18. BrantCountt 2 22 Rf 20 hgySNBRQ ! 3a20AlGA2Y
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Regional Chapters
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Preamble

This annual report provides members and our partners with a summary of the activities undertaken by
the Association and outlines its accomplishments for 2009.
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I & a2 O A2006 FnanglalBtatement prepared by Connolly & McNamara Chartered Accountants, for
the year ending December 31, 2009 (refer to page 11).

. —_— . Ken Elliot Brenda Tonn
Disseminating Information to Members .
L . Pieter Leenhouts Matt Ellerbeck
and within the Woodlot Community Stephanie Yao Fred Schueler
Frank Ahern Dolf Harmsen
Developing information and disseminating it to Gary Austin James Page
woodlot owners continues to be one of the Malcolm Silver Chris Lincoln
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educational opportunities and promoting the Michael Scott
awareness of sustainable management Ken Farr
practices continued to be a priority in 2009. Michael Majeski
John Gulland
The Chapters and the provincial body of the
Association were busy fulfilling this mandate by Workshops and Events
conducting workshops, field trips and providing
information to our members and woodlot ¢CKS 1aa20AF0A2yQa NBIAZ2YI
owners across Ontario. be involved in organizing hands on activities at
the community level. These workshops
The S&W Report continue to provide key venues for our

members to share ideas and learn more about
The S&W Reportthe Ass2 OA | G A 2y Qa vy SwoadiotInanagéniemt, while providing an

continues to be one of the most valuable tools excellent opportunity to reach out into the local

in transferring information on woodlot community to promote the goals and objectives

management and issues relating to private of the Association.

forests to our members. Some of the topics

appearing in the S&W Reporthis year included In 2009 the Chapters, in conjunction with our

garlic mustard, chainsaw safety, conservation many partners, were involved in over 80

agreements, managing mid-tolerant tree different workshops across the province. Here

species, carbon storage survey, air drying is a sampling of their activities: endangered

lumber, managing special wildlife habitat, species, tree planting initiatives, invasive

turtles, biomass, managing butternut, etc. species, winter tree identification, veneer mill
tour, sawing lumber for grade, tree marking,

A special thanks goes out to all those who and the list goes on.

contributed to the S&W Reporin 2009.
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Hardwood Lumber Prices

Thanks to our partnership with the Hardwood
Market Reporbf Memphis, Tennessee, OWA
members can monitor the hardwood lumber
market. Quarterly hardwood lumber prices
from the Market Reportre published in the
S&W Report

Annual General Meeting & Conference

On March 28™ the Association held its 16™
annual general meeting and conference éOur
Forests ¢ Our Commitment to Stewardship€ in
Acton, ON. The conference featured
presentations on group selection management,
woodland amphibians and vernal pools, Ontario
woodlots under a changing global climate and
managing for wildlife.

We greatly appreciated the support we
received from our sponsors including:
Halton/Peel Woodlands & Wildlife Stewardship,
Ferguson Forest Centre, ForestCare, Somerville
Seedlings, Commercial Solutions, Wood-Mizer
of Canada, Halton Region and Nelson Paint of
Canada.

The Woodlot Marketplace

Since its launch in the summer of 2007 the
Woodlot Marketplace has been a resounding
success. The web based on-line classified
service provides woodlot owners with a
convenient and cost-effective way to find, buy,
sell or trade forest-related products (e.g.,
standing timber, lumber, logs, used forestry
equipment, etc.). The service is free to use and
can be assessed on the Association's sister
website at www.ontariowoodlot.com..

Landowner Guide to Careful Logging Released

In February 2009 the Association released its
new guide & !
L2 3 3 A y &89-gage fiedd Buide provides

landowners and loggers with a series of best

management practices (BMP's) on how to
undertake careful logging.

Funding for this initiative was provided by the
Ontario Trillium Foundation and the Ministry of
Natural Resources (Forests Division).

Promoting and Increasing Public

Awareness of the Association and our
Regional Chapters

Promoting and increasing the profile of the
Assaociation and our Chapters is an important
aspect in growing the Association. To assist in
meeting this goal the Association has developed
several products and participates in woodlot
related events across Ontario.

Exhibits and Presentations

In 2009 the Association was as an exhibitor at
various trade shows across Ontario and made a
number of presentations at woodlot related
conferences promoting the Association and our
Chapters. For example, the Association was
represented at the Hastings Farm Show
(Belleville), Ontario Outdoor Farm Show
(Woodstock) and participated in regional
woodlot conferences in Trenton, Lindsay,
Renfrew and Kemptville.

OWA on the World-Wide-Web

The AssociationQ &ebsite www.ont-woodlot-
assoc.org promotes and highlights the

I & & 2 O Aattivitleshnd Seéves as a source of
information for woodlot owners. In 2009, the
website had 46,677 unique  Visitors (182,469
pages viewed) accessing information on
woodlot management and information about
the Association and our regional Chapters.

The Association also maintains an Internet

c € _o0+kaSR a4aC2NBali { SNBAOSa
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simple and easy one-stop-shop to locate a
forest service provider in their local area. In
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2009, visits to the website increased by 8% with
19,812 visitors viewing over 45,668 pages of
information. The directory is hosted on the
website www.ontariowoodlot.com.

Developing Opportunities to Grow the

Association

The Association continues to work on
strengthening and growing the organization.

Membership and Chapter Growth

In 2009 the Association experienced a sizeable
growth in its membership. Membership
increased by 12.7%, from 1,504 members to
1,696 (September 2009).

In addition, the Association grew by three
Chapters. In February the Grey County Woodlot
Association joined as a new Chapter, in June the
Near North Chapter (Huntsville and North Bay
region) was founded and in October the Brant
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Over the past 6-years membership has
increased by 66% (from 1,020 to 1,696) with the
number of Chapters increasing from 10 to 18.

The Association now has 9 Chapters in
southwestern Ontario, 7 in eastern/central
Ontario and 2 in northern Ontario. Refer to
page 4 for a map and list of Chapters.

In 2010 the Association will be talking with
woodlot owners in Norfolk County about having
their local woodlot association join as a Chapter
of the Association and look into the merits of
establishing a Chapter in York Region.

Constitutional Amendments
The following amendments were adopted by

the membership at the 2009 annual general
meeting:

Effective for the 2009/2010 membership year,
the membership fee be increased to $40, with
$15 of this fee being transferred to the local
Chapters; and

Provide the Board the authority to establish
fees by June 30" for the following
membership year, with any increase in fees of
more than 15% requiring advance notice to
and approval of the membership.

Working to Develop Policy & Programs

for Woodlot Owners

The Association continued to monitor and work
on a number of initiatives in regards to the
development of legislation, policy and programs
affecting the management of private forests.
Here is a synopsis of the main undertakings for
2009.

Monitoring and Providing Input into the
Development of Legislation

GA2y 22AYSRO®

The Association took an active role in
monitoring new and revisions to existing
legislation affecting the management of private
forests. We provided input into the
development of several key pieces of legislation
and regulation including the Endangered
Species Adhabitat regulations), PesticideAct
and the Mining Act

Fuelwood Discussion Paper Released

In September 2009 the Association in
partnership with the Limestone Chapter
released the discussion paper Fuelwood, the
Environment and the 21Century

The paper provides federal, provincial and
municipal leaders and the general public with
some key information linking sustainable
forestry practices, the use of advanced wood-
burning technology and the implementation of
good wood-burning practices to cleaner air.
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A copy of the paper is posted on the As part of this initiative the Association made a
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woodlot-assoc.org/info_pub_fuelwood.html. Mechanisms for the Provision of Ecosystem
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Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program providing conference participants with a
(MFTIP) perspective froml ¢ 2 2 Rf 2viewéng y SNE& Q

ecological goods & services.
The Association continued their partnership

with the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Provincial Committees

Ontario Forestry Association in providing

administration services for the MFTIP program. The Association participates as a member on a
number of provincial and national

The MFTIP program brings greater fairness to groups/committees. Here is a brief highlight of

the property tax system by valuing forest land some of those groups/committees:

according to its current use and is designed to

increase landowner awareness about forest i. Forest Conservation Bylaw Working Group

stewardship.
The Association is a member of the provincial

Forest Certification tree conservation by-law working group. The
goal of the committee is to provide information

The Association continues to participate as a to municipalities by providing a forum for

partner with the Eastern Ontario Model Forest discussion, information exchange, and input

(EOMF) in a project to certify private woodlots into forest conservation by-laws and related

in eastern Ontario to the Forest Stewardship initiatives. The committee encourages training

Council certification standard. The project has opportunities, greater competency in forest

been ongoing since 2001. conservation by-law officers, greater
effectiveness of forest conservation by-laws and

Currently, over 23,500 hectares of private small assists in ensuring consistency in the application

woodlots and community owned forests have of by-laws across Ontario.

been certified under this project. A number of

0KS | & & ménbdrsirdmhg Reafrew ii. Stewardship Network of Ontario (SNO)

and Lower Ottawa Valley Chapters are

participating in this project. The Association Since 2005 the Association has participated as a

serves as the co-chair of the steering committee member of SNO. The goal of the network is to

for this initiative. have organizations involved in stewardship
collaborate more in order to provide a better

Ecological Good & Services Initiative and more comprehensive stewardship

program(s) for landowners in Ontario.
The Association is working with a multi-

disciplined group being leaded with Dr. Shashi iii OPFA Private Woodlot Committee

Kant (Faculty of Forestry at the University of

Toronto) to develop, analyze, and facilitate the In 2009 the Association was invited to serve on

implementation of incentive mechanisms for thehy GF NA2 tNRFSaarzylf C2NE
the provision of carbon and a composite of non- (OPFA) private woodlot committee.

carbon ecosystem services (watershed services,

wildlife habitat, and biodiversity) provided by This standing committee has a mandate to (1)

private landowners in Ontario. work with private land foresters and other
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resource professionals so they can advance as
professionals through mentoring and training;
(2) to identify emerging issues, assessing their
priority and whether they warrant action,; (3) to
promote best management practices in the
private land setting; and (4) to develop, support
development of and/or review materials (e.g.
practice bulletins) and activities to forestry
professionals.

Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners

The Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners
(CFWO) continued its work on national issues
on behalf of private woodlot owners across
Canada. As a member of the Federation, the
Association works closely with the CFWO to
Syadz2NE GKS O2yOSNYya
owners are being addressed.

CSA Sustainable Forest Management Standard
for Woodlots

The CFWO continues its pursuit of providing
woodlot owners with different certification
options. Working with the Canadian Standard
Association a new certification standard for
small woodlots (CSA Z804) was finalized in 2008
and was endorsed as a national standard in
Canada in 2009.

In 2009 the CFWO began work to have the CSA
Z804 certification standard recognized and
endorsed internationally by the Pan European
Forest Certification (PEFC) organization. It is
hoped that this will be achieved by the end of
2010.

Environmental Goods & Services

The CFWO continued to pursue funding
opportunities with the federal government
(departments of Agriculture, Environment and
Natural Resources) and the Canadian Model
Forest Network for the development of a pilot

27

project for ecological goods and services and
carbon credits for family forests.

Federal Tax Policy

In 2009 the CFWO began lobbying the Federal
government for the creation of a 6Personal
Silvicultural Savings and Investment Plang. The
plan would allow woodlot owners to place a
portion of their forestry revenue in a tax
sheltered account for the purpose of future
investments in silviculture and other forms of
forest management activities.

The purpose of the plan is to stimulate
investment in intensive management of private
woodlots using revenues generated by woodlot
owners themselves. Investments include all
expenses required to improve the quality of
forgstiandnidesetheigsdstaialile?
management.

Our Partners & Supporters

Partnerships and the sharing of information has
been the key to the success of the Association.
It would be an overwhelming task for any one
organization to address all the issues facing
private land woodlot owners in Ontario. At this
time, we would like to thank those who have
shared in our success in 2009:

Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners
Canadian Forest Service

Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Canadian Model Forest Network
Canadian Wildlife Service
Commercial Solutions Inc.

Ducks Unlimited

Eastern Ontario Model Forest
Ferguson Forest Centre

ForestCare

Forest Engineering Research Institute
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Forest Gene Conservation Association
Halton Region

Halton Woodlands & Wildlife Stewardship
Hardwood Market Report

INFOR

Nelson Paint Company of Canada

Ontario Forestry Association

Ontario Ministry of Agr., Food & Rural Affairs
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Ontario Stewardship

Somerville Seedlings

The Forest Shop

Wildlife Habitat Canada

Wood-Mizer Canada

A special thanks to all the volunteers, and

members of the Provincial and Chapter Board of

Directors, for their dedication and time they
have contributed to the Association in 2009.

2009 Audit Committee Report

This report is submitted to the OWA Members

and the OWA Board of Directors by the Audit
Committee of Jeff Muzzi,. 2 F NR 2 F
Representative, and Randy Murray, Member
Representative, recognizing that we are not
acting as licensed public accountants nor have
exercised the rigour necessary to express a
formal audit opinion.

"We met at the OWA office in Kemptville on
December 18, 2009 and reviewed the systems

and procedures that relate to the safeguarding
of OWA assets and to the Constitution and the

Policies and procedures of the Board of

Directors. We executed a random check of the

OWA books and records and reviewed the
recommendations made by previous audit
committees. The Committee's opinion is that

5ANBOI 2

the records appear to be in very good order and

the services of an external auditor are not
needed at this time."

Jeff Muzzi
Audit Committee
Board Representative

Randy Murray
Audit Committee
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
(Unauditedg See Notice tReadey

2009 2008

REVENUE
Advertising $ 741 1,851
Annual general meeting 5,956 6,406
Examination fees 857 1,852
Grant income 120,000 126,437
Interest income * 8,265 15,134
Membership fees ° 64,291 54,814
Publications 10,062 4,649
Recovered printing costs * 56,002 29,056
Sign post income 750 1,164
266,924 241,363

EXPENSES
Amortization 461 605
Chapter dues ° 20,973 26,191
Chapter Summit 150 2,504
Insurance 3,005 2,624
Meeting and conventions 8,284 8,380
Office 14,393 18,667
Postage and courier 6,856 8,335
Printing 14,411 14,056
Professional fees 3,205 3,150
Guides and publications ° 54,971 25,582
Rental 7,125 6,975
Salaries and wages 109,824 104,705
Telecommunications 6,202 6,148
Travel 10,987 9,487
260,847 237,409
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $ 6,077 3,954

NOTICE TO READER

On the basis of information provided by management, we have compiled the statement of financial position of Ontario

Woodlot Association as at December 31, 2009 and the statement of revenues and expenditures and changes in net assets

for the year then ended. We have not performed an audited or review engagement in respect of these financial

statements and, accordingly, we express no assurance thereon. Readers are cautioned that these statements may not be
appropriate for their purposes. Connolly & NcNamara, Chartered Accountants, Licensed Public Accountants, 580 Terry Fox
Drive, Suite 400, Kanata, Ontario, K2L 4B9. January 22, 2010.

Footnotes re Variances between 2009 & 2008 Revenues and Expenses (Prepared by OWA Staff)

ONwWN R

Income interest was lower in 2009 due to a decrease in interest rates paid outontheAa 8 2 OA | GA 2y Q& DL/
Membership revenues were higher due in 2009 to: (1) higher membership numbers; and (2) implementation of a new fee structure.

. In 2009 additional revenues were received from the Ministry of Natural Resources for the printing of MFTIP related publications.

. Revenues for printing were higher in 2009 due to funds received from Ontario Trillium for the production of the careful logging guide.
. Membership fees paid to the chapters were lower in 2009 due to the revised fee sharing structure that was implemented in 2009.

6. Expenses for guides and publications were higher in 2009 because it included the cost of producing the careful logging guide.

Ontario Woodlot Association ¢ 2009 Annual Report
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2009
(Unauditedg See Notice to Reader

2009 2008
ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash $ 105,819 $ 209,561
Term deposits 161,884 155,336
Accounts receivable 1,270 10
Goods and services tax recoverable 1,699 1,046
Prepaid expenses 904 775
Funds held in trust 16,483 15,266
288,059 381,994
PROPERTY, PLANT, AND EQUIPMENT
(Net of accumulated amortization) 1,575 2,036
$ 289,634 384,030
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable $ 1,785 $ 1,772
Wages Payable 3,773 3,283
Employee deductions payable 6,815 6,498
Deferred income 17,119 119,629
Trust liability 16,483 15,266
45,975 146,448
NET ASSETS
General fund 243,659 237,582
$ 289,634 $ 384,030
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
(Unauditedg See Notice to Reader
General Fund 2009 2008
NET ASSETS, beginning of year $ 237582 $ 237582 $ 233,828
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 6,077 6,077 3,954
NET ASSETS, end of year $ 243659 $ 243659 $ 237,582

Ontario Woodlot Association ¢ 2009 Annual Report
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Ontario Woodlot Association
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The Ontario Woodlot Association (OWA) is afoofprofit grassroots organization governed by an
elected, volunteer board of directors. Our members own and manage woodlots throughout the province
and include individuals and organizations that support our goals. We believe that private landowners
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Our Missiong the OWA promotes the sustainable management of Ontario's privately owned forest by
providing our members with guidance and advice, and by representing therigste through a united
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to the health of our society, our environment and the economy.

Ontario Woodlot Association

272 County Road 44, R.R. #4
Kemptville, ON KOG 1J0

Tel: (613) 258-0110 or Fax: (613) 258-0207
E-mail: <info@ont-woodlot-assoc.org

Web site: <www.ont-woodlot-assoc.org
A Landowner's Forest Services Directory < www.ontariowoodlot.com>
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